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Reservation Call In Rajya Sabha

T h e  H i n d u

Call for OBC quota rings louder in RS.

30 March,  2022
T h e  a r t i c l e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o 
G e n e r a l  S t u d i e s - P a p e r - I I 
( P o l i t y ,  G o v e r n a n c e  &  I R )

 Rajya Sabha members from the DMK and the BJP unusually made common cause on Tuesday 
to demand that the government bring in a law to break the constitutional deadlock in the enforcement 

of OBC reservations in local body elections. The Supreme Court in a recent judgment held that OBC 

reservations in local body elections could be implemented only when empirical data is available and 

only when a dedicated commission approves it.

 Speaking on the subject, DMK member P. 

Wilson said the government should either release 

the data that was collected as part of the 2011 

Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) or 

bring in a law that mandates “reservations for 

OBCs in local body elections based upon the 

empirical data collected by States under Article 

342 A(3) and uphold social justice at the local 
body level.”
 He pointed out that the constitutional reservations for OBCs in local body elections were brought 
in the year 1992. However, even 28 years later, “we are yet to implement the OBC reservations fully”, 
he said.
 “In 2011, at an expense of ` 4,893 crore, a caste census was initiated. The SECC raw caste 
data was collected by the Union government in 2015 and the Cabinet Committee chaired by the Prime 
Minister decided to screen the raw caste data through an expert committee under the NITI Aayog to 
find out any infirmities. Yet, till today, the said committee is not allowed to function,” Mr. Wilson said.
 The BJP government has announced that it will file a review petition to allow political reservation 
of OBCs but so far it has not been done.
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Lack of political will
 “On the one hand, the Constitution provides for OBC reservations but on the other hand, the 
Union government doesn’t have the political will to release the caste census data and thus empirical 
data cannot be obtained by the States. Without such empirical data, the courts are striking down 
State reservation policies,” Mr. Wilson said.
 Earlier, BJP MP Sushil Modi too raised the same issue expressing concern about the situation.

Expected Question (Prelims Exams)

Expected Question (Mains Exams)

Q.    Consider the following statements.
       1.    Reservation was introduced in indian constitution to rectify the past and historical 

injustice meted to backward classes in India.
 2.       It was introduced to provide an equal platform for everyone irrespective of their caste.
 3.    The mandal commission was chaired by B.P Mandal and the commission submitted its 

report to the president on 31st December 1980.
 which of the above statements is/are correct?

 (a)  1 only   

 (b)  2 only

 (c)  1 and 2  

 (d)  1, 2 and 3

Q. Discuss the signifi cance of reservation introduced in India and to what extent it has been 
able to achieve its desired objectives.       (250 Words)

Note: - The question of the main examination given for practice is designed keeping in 
mind the upcoming UPSC main examination. Therefore, to get an answer to this question, 

you can take the help of this source as well as other sources related to this topic.


